
When I look back on my 12 years in school, one principal stands out in my mind: Mr. Gatliff, 

also known as Mr. G. He stands out because he knew my name. That might seem simple, but he 

took the time to learn my name and every other student’s name in the building -- all 700 of them 

at Stonewall Elementary. And he didn’t just learn my name, he went beyond that. He created a 

nickname for me: Vivian MJ. There’s a lot of meaning behind this nickname. My middle name is 

MaryJo, both of my grandparents’ first names combined. Mr. Gatliff knew this, he also knew 

how much my grandparents meant to me. I appreciated the effort that he made to know all the 

things that were special to me.  

 

In kindergarten, Mr. G knew that my favorite color was purple, which was also his mom’s 

favorite color. In 5th grade, he knew I loved hot dogs and would save a few for me on “Grilling 

with Gatliff” days. He also knew when times were tough for me. In 4th grade, my father left, and 

Mr. Gatliff would continuously check in to see how I was doing. He proved that he was there to 

support even beyond my elementary school years. During our 5th grade graduation, Mr. Gatliff 

reiterated this when he put his home phone number in the program and made sure we knew we 

could call at any time. And he sincerely meant it. 

 

Even after 5th grade graduation, I made an effort to stay part of Stonewall because of Mr. Gatliff. 

Throughout middle and high school, I would volunteer at kindergarten kickoff, reading night, 

science night, and celebrations of success. Even as a senior, I chose Stonewall as one of my 

community service placements.  

 



In the past two years, my grandfather passed away. At his funeral, as I was scanning the room, I 

spotted Mr. Gatliff sitting in one of the seats. Even after being graduated from Stonewall for six 

years, he showed up at my grandfather’s funeral because he knew how much he meant to me. He 

again showed that he wasn’t just a principal; he truly cares about every student that passes 

through his school. It made me feel just like I did when he knew my name -- I wasn’t just 1 in 

700. I was Vivian MJ.  

 

Mr. Gatliff showed me that a principal should be much more than just a principal. They should 

be approachable, dedicated, and encouraging. Mr. Gatliff has inspired me. I want to be a 

principal, just like him. 


