
Imagine a room that is bright and engaging, while at the same time comforting and cozy -- this 

describes my kindergarten-first grade blended classroom and the teacher that led the adventure!  

Mrs. Lindeman ran a tight ship; she had high expectations and we were eager to meet them!  I 

only realize this in hindsight and years of comparison to other teachers.  At the time I was in the 

classroom, I just thought it was fun!  Isn't that great?  A teacher that sets the bar high but does it 

in such a way that the kids don't realize all the work they are having to do.  As an example, we 

earned Reading Counts points by taking a computerized test after reading a book.  I LOVED 

taking these tests!  That's right -- I loved them, and so did most of the other students.  Mrs. 

Lindeman handmade ribbon tassels that could attach to our backpacks, and for each test we 

passed, we got to pick a brightly colored ribbon.  These were badges of honor that we wore with 

pride.  She was creating a work ethic and sense of pride within in me at the ripe old age of 6.  

That's incredible.  She was able to make our tasks appropriate for each of our abilities, while 

always making them creative and exciting.  We had bug collections, created robots, popcorn 

reward parties, and numerous learning stations. 

 

Now I want to tell you about the above and beyond things Mrs. Lindeman did outside the 

classroom.  She asked for and received schedules for all her students’ extracurricular activities -- 

soccer, t-ball, dance, swim team -- you name it, she would attend.  I can remember her being at 

one of my baseball games with her always-present camera, snapping shots of me off and on the 

field.  She sat with my family in the stands and cheered me on.  Looking back, I realize what an 

incredible amount of time Mrs. Lindeman took from her personal life to be more than a teacher 

in a classroom, but to be an extended member of our families.  

 



Mrs. Lindeman is a great photographer and that, combined with her craftiness, led her to another 

amazing feat.  She created individual scrapbooks for every student in her classroom.  I still have 

both of mine.  There were pictures from field trips, recess, fun day, pajama day, first day of 

school, and many others all uniquely put together in an album for each of us.  Again, mind- 

boggling to think of the extra time, not to mention expense, she put into her students. 

 

Mrs. Lindeman was so organized and driven that she orchestrated a yearly play with the other 

classes on her team.  If you weren't on her team, you didn't get to do this play because there was 

so much work involved that any normal person wouldn't want to take on the task.  

 

Mrs. Lindeman is anything but normal!  She is kind and loving -- she has a claw foot bathtub in 

her classroom full of stuffed animals -- is there anything more comforting to a 6-year-old than a 

few minutes in a tub of stuffed animals when something seems scary?  Mrs. Lindeman is 

inspiring and creative. She took the Skippy John Jones books to a whole new level with her 

enthusiastic readings, keeping us on the edge of our seats wondering what Skippy would do next.  

Did I mention at one point she bought us each our own Skippy John Jones doll to take home with 

us?  Beyond all of these amazing things, Mrs. Lindeman is an incredible teacher.  She taught a 

room full of K-1 students to always try their hardest.  I think she set me on a path to education 

success.  She taught me to be proud of succeeding in school and revealed to me everything I was 

capable of, even when I thought otherwise. 

 



Because of Mrs. Lindeman, who instilled a great work ethic in me at a young age, I excelled in 

my elementary school classes.  She made we want to challenge myself even more, so in the 

fourth grade I left the safety net I knew at Veterans Park Elementary and went to the accelerated 

cluster program at Tates Creek Elementary.  I continued in this program at TCMS and then 

applied and was accepted at Lafayette High’s pre-engineering program.  I have continued to 

succeed while taking a rigorous course load and was even honored to attend the Governor’s 

Scholars Program at Centre College.  The academic accomplishments that began so long ago 

with Mrs. Lindeman are now culminating with scholarship offers to numerous colleges.   

 

I fondly remember my time with Mrs. Lindeman, and I am forever grateful for the impact she 

had on my life.  I would like nothing more than to see her honored with a FAME Award as a 

very small token of my gratitude. 


