
Coach D and Me  

 

As a young lady with goals and aspirations to become beyond successful and truly find my  

purpose, God has placed so many phenomenal women in my life to help guide me in the right 

direction. To name a few of these phenomenal women: my mom, Aunt Tracy, Aunt Stacy, and 

my amazing 88-year-old grandmother. They all share a passion in their own unique way of 

impacting people’s lives through selflessness, love, kindness, and giving. These women in my 

eyes have truly achieved greatness and helped me realize that excellence is not a learned skill -- 

it is a mindset and an attitude.  

 

Through every new chapter I start in my life, it seems like God places someone outside of my 

family in my path to help guide and mentor me. The beginning of most of those relationships 

started through a connection that person had with my mom. However, starting this new 

relationship on my own is what made the beginning of the connection with this phenomenal 

woman so unique and special.  

 

The person I have chosen is my mentor and former softball coach Devon Cheatom, whom I  

lovingly refer to as Coach D. I first met Coach D at the beginning of my junior year at Bryan  



Station High School. We chatted, and she told me a little bit of her background and I also shared 

some of mine. She then told me that she planned on helping coach softball that year and that she 

had played softball in college at Kentucky State University -- the same university where a few of 

my family members including my mom also graduated. As a softball player at Bryan Station, I 

was excited to get to know her more and build a connection. Over that year, I grew closer to 

Coach D, and she had a huge impact on me mentally, spiritually, and as a person overall.  

 

As I grew to know Coach D, the first thing I noticed was her willingness to give or help someone 

in any way she could. Some qualities that I admire the most are her selflessness, empathy, 

passion, lifelong learning, and a wholehearted spirit. Witnessing the Lord’s light shine through 

her has inspired and motivated me to become a better person. As our relationship has grown, 

Coach D taught me how to become a respected leader and to carry myself with class and 

sophistication as a young black woman.  

 

From the bottom of my heart I would like to thank Coach D for empowering and guiding me to  

be my very best self. The respect and gratitude I have for her is indescribable. I hope our  

relationship continues to grow as the Lord has blessed me with someone I can trust and look up  

to. I pray the Lord continues to bless her as she has certainly blessed me. 

 


