
 
 

How to do the Acorn Packet Study Guides for AP World History 
 
• If you’re wondering, the name “Acorn Packet” came from the fact that the book had an acorn on the cover, since that is the 

College Board’s logo.  The College Board writes the exam for our class and the Acorn Book is the list of what is on that test. 
• Everything must be HAND-WRITTEN, but legible!  Less cheating…and practice for the AP Test. 
• If a word is in bold, you should know what it means.  If you don’t, then look it up. 
• You are only writing info for the boxes that have “PLD #s” but the other boxes are over-arching statements from the College 

Board that tell us what will be on the AP Test in May. 
• Your answers do not need to be in complete sentences, but they do need detail.  For example, for Acorn 1, PLD #1 would look 

like this, except hand-written: 
 

1 A. Humans developed increasingly diverse 
and sophisticated tools—including 
multiple uses of fire—as they adapted to 
new environments. 

 

Stone tools made from flint or obsidian 
Made by chipping off flakes 
Knives, spear points, arrowheads, fishhooks, needles for sewing clothes 
Atlatl: Spear thrower 
 
Fire could help stay warm, provide light, cook food, and scare away animals.  Also used in hunting to chase 
animals off cliffs (shows teamwork by the humans). 
 
Humans moved into colder environments because fire made it possible to stay warm at night. 

 
• For boxes with multiple sections, you’ll need to indicate what goes with what.  For example, Acorn #1, PLD #4 would look like 

this, except hand-written: 
 

4 B. People in each region domesticated locally 
available plants and animals. 

• Mesopotamia 
• Nile River Valley 
• Sub-Saharan Africa 
• Indus River Valley 
• Yellow River 
• Huang He Valley 
• Papua New Guinea 
• Mesoamerica 
• Andes 

Mesopotamia:  
Work-Horses, cows, donkeys 
Food-pigs, sheep, goats, ducks, geese 
Wheat, barley 
 
Nile: Papyrus + same as Mesopotamia but also cats (pets/mouse-killers) 
 
Etc. (you can do the middle ones) 
 
Mesoamerica: Corn, Beans, Squash, no domesticated animals for food or work 
 
Andes: Same plants as Mesoamerica plus potato, domesticated animals included llamas for work and 
guinea pigs for food 

 
 
 



• Sometimes there are multiple ideas within one prompt, e.g. Acorn 1, PLD # 9 would look like: (except hand-written) 
 

9 C. Patriarchal forms of social organization 
developed in both pastoralist and agrarian 
societies. 
 
 
 
 

 

-Patriarchal-men in charge 
-Pastoralists-animal herders, like Hebrews & Arabs, nomads travelling to different pastures 
-Agrarian-Agricultural, sedentary 
-Men were better at plowing fields with large animals, following herds. Because women had babies, or 
were often pregnant, they would need to stay home more than the men (home for nomad=tents) 
-Because the men controlled the food, they had the power.  Tribes were often led by a council of men, or 
oldest men, or best fighters.  With agriculture, men who could control the best land and access to WATER 
(using military) had power over others—this became kingship 

 
• Notice there’s definitions but there’s also reasons WHY things happened 
• This is your study guide for our tests, but also for the AP Exam.  The more seriously you take it now, the easier it will be 

for you to study in the spring!   
• Do not add extra pages.  Use only the space you are given!  The reason for this is to get you to focus on the MAIN 

IDEAS.  It’s a good idea to do a rough draft, and then write the most important ideas on your actual packet to turn in. 
• DO NOT write down words that you don’t know!  I know what the word “sedentary” means (staying in one place) but if you 

don’t, it’s stupid for you to waste space writing it down.  LOOK STUFF UP and put it in YOUR own words so YOU can 
learn it! 

• You will turn this packet in on the second day of class, so that you can ask questions on the first day.  You can also email 
questions to michelle.williams@fayette.kyschools.us at any time.   

• This material will ALL be tested on our first unit test, which is a summative grade.  The Acorn Packet itself also counts as 
TWO summative grades—one for content knowledge and another for idea development (details). 

How to find the answers: 
• Acorn packets aren’t the kind of thing you can google and just copy down whatever comes up first.  You need to get some 

information, process it and then write it down in a short version, in your own words. 
• Use reliable sources! Why not let expert historians make the decisions about what’s important instead of fumbling around 

on the internet yourself?! Online textbooks are GREAT for this.  We will be using 2 books: Ways of the World 3rd Edition 
by Strayer and The Earth and Its Peoples 3rd Edition by Bulliet.  These are great and have everything you’ll need.  
Additional reliable authors include: Bentley & Ziegler, Peter Sterns, Ross Dunn, Spodek, Speilvogel and many others.  
Just google and look for PDFs.  If you REALLY want an actual textbook, email me and I will try to work something out 
through the PLD Library. 

• One resource you WILL want to know about is http://www.freeman-pedia.com/overview2 written by an AP World History 
teacher, Ben Freeman from Virginia.  Mr. Freeman’s website is coordinated with the Acorn Packets (officially known as 
Key Concepts) and Acorn 1 is the “Foundations” section.  Mr. Freeman doesn’t give you the answers.  He gives you the 
information (links, videos, pictures, etc) so that YOU can find the answers. 

• Other great resources you MIGHT like: 
o John Greene Crash Course World History (some love, some hate) 
o https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/all-history/all-history/world-history 
o https://www.getafive.com/ap-tests/world-history 
o AMSCO book or other review books—don’t buy Princeton Review—we will give you one! 
o MANY WHAP (sometimes APWH is used instead but it doesn’t spell a word) teachers have resources and even 

video lectures on their websites.  They may not match exactly with what we’re doing, but they’ll be pretty close.  
Here are some good ones: 

§ http://www.scott.kyschools.us/olc/2175/class/5106 Mrs. Booth from Scott Co KY 
§ https://sites.google.com/a/wfsd.k12.ny.us/mskcoudrey/ap-world-review Ms Coudrey from New York 
§ https://sites.google.com/a/alairworld.com/alairworld/ Ms Alair-Saito from California 
§ http://www.historyhaven.com Mr Henderson from Georgia 
§ http://apworldipedia.com/index.php?title=AP_Worldipedia also Mr Henderson 
§ https://www.livebinders.com/shelf/search_author?terms=Macsuga Mrs Macsuga from Florida 
§ And many more.  Email me a link if you aren’t sure about the quality/credibility.  If you find another 

good one, send it to me and I will add it to the list!  
§ Mr Freeman’s is still the best: http://www.freeman-pedia.com/overview2 

How to get additional help: 
• AFTER you have done everything explained here, if you STILL have a question, email 

michelle.williams@fayette.kyschools.us or mpw@qx.net but don’t expect a super-quick answer.  It is summer vacation, 
after all! BUT if you haven’t heard from me in a couple days, email again because I’m not THAT slow, so something must 
have gone wrong.  I do have a very aggressive spam filter so sometimes that’s a problem.  Try putting Dunbar in the 
subject line to get past it or using your school email.  Sometimes that helps and sometimes it doesn’t--sorry!  
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Acorn Packet 1 
Technological and Environmental 
Transformations, to c. 600 B.C.E. 

Name:  
 
 
Block: 
 
  
Date: 

 

Essential Question: How did the Neolithic (Agricultural) Revolution change the way people lived? 

 

PLD 
# 

Key Concepts Your Notes 

Key Concept 1.1. Big Geography and the Peopling of the Earth 
The term big geography draws attention to the global nature of world history. Throughout the Paleolithic period, humans migrated from Africa to Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas. Early humans were 
mobile and creative in adapting to different geographical settings from savanna to desert to Ice Age tundra. By making an analogy with modern hunter- forager societies, anthropologists infer that these 
bands were relatively egalitarian. Humans also developed varied and sophisticated technologies. 

I. Archeological evidence indicates that during the Paleolithic era, hunting-foraging bands bf humans gradually migrated from their origin in East Africa to Eurasia, Australia, and the 
Americas, adapting their technology and cultures to new climate regions. 

 

1 A. Humans developed increasingly diverse and sophisticated 
tools—including multiple uses of fire—as they adapted to 
new environments. 

 

 

2 B.  People lived in small groups that structured social, 
economic, and political activity. These bands exchanged 
people, ideas, and goods. 
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Key Concept 1.2. The Neolithic Revolution and Early Agricultural Societies 
In response to warming climates at the end of the last Ice Age, about 10,000 years ago, some groups adapted to the environment in new ways, while others remained hunter-foragers. Settled agriculture 
appeared in several different parts of the world. The switch to agriculture created a more reliable, but not necessarily more diversified, food supply. Farmers also affected the environment through 
cultivation of selected plants to the exclusion of others, the construction of irrigation systems, and the use of domesticated animals for food and labor. Populations increased; village life developed, 
followed by urban life with all its complexity. Patriarchy and forced-labor systems developed, giving elite men concentrated power. Pastoralism emerged in parts of Africa and Eurasia. Like agriculturalists, 
pastoralists tended to be more socially stratified than hunter-foragers. Pastoralists’ mobility facilitated technology transfers through their interaction with settled populations.  

I. Beginning about 10,000 years ago, the Neolithic Revolution led to the development of new and more complex economic and social systems. 

3 Possibly as a response to climatic change, permanent 
agricultural villages emerged first in the lands of the eastern 
Mediterranean. Agriculture emerged at different times in: 

• Mesopotamia 
• Nile River Valley 
• Sub-Saharan Africa 
• Indus River Valley 
• Yellow River 
• Huang He Valley 
• Papua New Guinea 
• Mesoamerica 
• Andes 

 

4 B. People in each region domesticated locally available plants 
and animals. 

• Mesopotamia 
• Nile River Valley 
• Sub-Saharan Africa 
• Indus River Valley 
• Yellow River 
• Huang He Valley 
• Papua New Guinea 
• Mesoamerica 
• Andes 
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5 C. Pastoralism developed in Afro–Eurasian 
grasslands, affecting the environment in a variety of ways. 
 

 

6 D. Agricultural communities had to work 
cooperatively to clear land and create the water 
control systems needed for crop production, 
drastically affecting environmental diversity. 

 

II. Agriculture and pastoralism began to transform human societies. 

7 A. Pastoralism and agriculture led to more reliable and 
abundant food supplies, which increased the population and 
led to specialization of labor, including new classes of 
artisans and warriors, and the development of elites. 

 

 

8 B. Technological innovations led to improvements in 
agricultural production, trade, and transportation. 
Examples: Pottery, wheel 
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9 C. Patriarchal forms of social organization 
developed in both pastoralist and agrarian societies. 

 

Key Concept 1.3. The Development and Interactions of Early Agricultural, Pastoral, and Urban Societies 
About 5,000 years ago, urban societies developed, laying the foundations for the first civilizations. The term civilization is normally used to designate large societies with cities and powerful states. While there 
were many differences between civilizations, they also shared important features. They all produced agricultural surpluses that permitted significant specialization of labor. All civilizations contained cities and 
generated complex institutions, including political bureaucracies, armies, and religious hierarchies. They also featured clearly stratified social hierarchies and organized long-distance trading relationships. 
Economic exchanges intensified within and between civilizations, as well as with nomadic pastoralists.  
 
As populations grew, competition for surplus resources, especially food, led to greater social strati cation, specialization of labor, increased trade, more complex systems of government and religion, and the 
development of record keeping. As civilizations expanded, people had to balance their need for more resources with environmental constraints. Finally, the accumulation of wealth in settled communities 
spurred warfare between communities and/ or with pastoralists; this violence drove the development of new technologies of war and urban defense.  

I. Core and foundational civilizations developed in a variety of geographical and environmental settings where agriculture flourished, including: 

10 Mesopotamia in 
the Tigris and 
Euphrates River 
Valleys 

 

11 Egypt in the Nile 
River Valley 
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12 Mohenjo-daro and 
Harappa in the 
Indus River Valley 

 

13 Shang in the 
Yellow River 
(Huang He) Valley 

 

14 Olmec in 
Mesoamerica 

 

15 Chavin in Andean 
South America 
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II. The first states emerged within core civilizations in Mesopotamia and the Nile Valley. 

16 A. States were powerful new systems of rule that mobilized 
surplus labor and resources over large areas. Rulers of 
early states often claimed divine connections to power. 
Rulers also relied on the support of the military, religious, 
or aristocratic elites.  

 

 

17 B. As states grew and competed for land and 
resources, the more favorably situated — including the 
Hittites, who had access to iron — had greater access to 
resources, produced more surplus food, and experienced 
growing populations, enabling them to undertake territorial 
expansion and conquer surrounding states. 
 

 

18 C. Pastoralists were often the developers and 
disseminators of new weapons and modes of 
transportation that transformed warfare in agrarian 
civilizations.  

• Examples of weapons:  
o composite bows 
o iron weapons   

• Examples of transportation:  
o Chariots 
o Horseback riding 
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III. Culture played a significant role in unifying states through laws, language, literature, religion, myths, and monumental art. 

19 A. Early civilizations developed monumental architecture and 
urban planning. 
• Ziggurats 
• Pyramids 
• Defensive walls 

 

20 B. Systems of record keeping arose independently in all early 
civilizations and subsequently spread. 
• Cuneiform 
• Hieroglyphs 

 

21 C. States developed legal codes that reflected 
existing hierarchies and facilitated the rule of 
governments over people. 
• Code of Hammurabi (Babylonia) 
• Code of Ur-Nammu (Sumer) 

 

 

22 D. New religious beliefs that developed in this period continued 
to have strong influences in later periods. 
• Vedic religion 
• Hebrew monotheism 
• Zoroastrianism 
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23 E. Interregional cultural and technological exchanges grew as 
a result of expanding trade networks and large-scale population 
movements.  
 
Trade between: 
• Mesopotamia & Egypt 
• Egypt & Nubia 
• Mesopotamia & Indus Valley 
• China & Southwest Asia 

 
 

 

24 Migrations (Population Movements): 
• Indo–European 
• Bantu 
 
 

 

25 F. Social hierarchies, including patriarchy, 
intensified as states expanded and cities multiplied. 
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Summary 

Essential Question: How did the Neolithic (Agricultural) Revolution change the way people lived?  What were the consequences? 
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