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January 14, 2019 

 

Dear Winburn Middle School Families: 

 

I am heartbroken to share the news that one of our sixth grade students, Zaida Perez Torres, died over the 

weekend. A hard-working student who was willing to stay after school to complete assignments, Zaida placed a 

priority on family and friends, keeping pictures of her family close in her binder and making a special effort to 

be there for her friends. 

 

Kindness was especially important to Zaida, and she recently wrote in an assignment that “if people showed 

kindness, it would affect decisions people make because it would make them become a better person and show 

empathy for others.” Zaida was a quiet girl with a sweet smile who brightened the lives of her friends, teachers, 

staff, and classmates at Winburn Middle School and she will be deeply missed. 

We told our students about her passing today and our teachers talked with them about how this makes us feel. A 

team of grief counselors from the district was also on campus today to work with our students as they absorbed 

the sad news. Additional counselors from the district will continue to be available for as long as our students 

need the extra support. 

 

Although today was a difficult one, our staff worked collaboratively to wrap our students in love and care. 

Please talk with your children at home about their feelings and do not be afraid to share your feelings as you 

reassure and comfort him or her. Some kids may be especially upset and have lots of feelings to talk about.  

These reactions are normal and usually will not last long. 

 

It is important to look for changes in behavior that may signal that your child needs additional support.  Experts 

recommend watching your child for the following warning signs: excessive fear of darkness, separation, or 

being alone; clinging to parents; fear of strangers; worry; increase in immature behaviors; not wanting to go to 

school; changes in eating or sleeping patterns; increase in either aggressive behavior or shyness; persistent 

nightmares; headaches or other physical complaints. If you feel your child is having any of these or other 

problems, please talk with his or her teacher, counselor or pediatrician so we can work together to help our kids. 

 

Thank you for the privilege of working with your children and for your support and encouragement during this 

difficult time.  Please feel free to call me at 381-3967 if we can be of more assistance. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mike Hale, Interim Principal 


