
 

Unify & Do Better 

by Amelia Sheehan, eighth grader at Morton Middle School 

 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do 

that.” - Martin Luther King Jr. 

The world can be too dark and full of hate. It can be cold and unwelcoming. It can be cruel, it can be 

mean, but it is our world, it is our home. We must drive it towards light and towards love. It is our job to do so. 

It is our job to make the change that will be necessary for our survival. If we refuse to agree and work together, 

we will never move forward. If we refuse to agree that true equality does not yet exist, we will never reach it. If 

we refuse to agree that we can do better, we will never advance. 

The human race is complex. It could be beautiful. The only reason it isn’t is that we lack unity. This 

Earth is full of racism, homophobia, transphobia, abilism, sexism, ageism, supremacism, and discrimination. 

We might never be able to completely get rid of them, but we can try. If we learned to get along, we could do 

impossible things. Impossible, wonderful, things, but if we keep on this path of hate we will destroy ourselves. 

We need to unify under a common interest. An interest in peace not war. If we just tolerate one another, 

we can move on to newer, better things. If we keep hating one another, we will just worsen the divide that is 

already so prominent in our society today. We wouldn’t have to fight so hard to gain respect if we didn’t think 

any less of anyone for reasons they cannot control. We could just decide to love each other, and if that is not 

possible, we could just decide to not be so awful. 

 The current state of the world, a devastating global pandemic, should be enough to show us that unity is 

always the best answer. If we could all unify in the efforts to fight COVID-19, this whole ordeal would be going 

much smoother. For instance, when you refuse to get the vaccine, excluding anyone who is truly not able to do 

so, you put more and more people at risk, but if we all unified in these efforts, we might not have lost as many 

lives as we did. If now does not show you that unity is necessary, I do not know what will. 


