
Unity: The Promise of Hope   

The promise of hope to me rests on the faith that I have in the idea of America. When our 

constitution was constructed by the founding fathers, they explicitly wrote that all men are 

created equal. This has evolved into the notion that all citizens are of equal value and are to 

receive equal treatment. The protests that we have seen over the last several years with #MeToo 

#ICan’tBreath, #LGBTQ demonstrate that the promises of America, of our hope, have not been 

fulfilled. Our constitution will be 230 years old on September 17 of 2019. Over these two plus 

centuries, disenfranchised groups continue to hope for the promises of America to be fulfilled.  

Why do we hope? We hope because of the faith we have in America. Hebrews 11:1 states 

that “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” As I reflect 

upon this scripture, I think about the things not scene in America such as voting rights and equal 

pay for all. With challenges and setbacks all around, we as a united group of engaged citizens 

continue to persevere in the promise of hope. If these and other inequities were resolved, the 

promise of hope in America would be fulfilled. I believe that Dr. King was able to dream a 

dream because of his faith in the promises of America. America is great because she made a 

promise of hope and we continue to have faith in America because “the arc of the moral universe 

is long, but it bends towards justice” (MLK).  For all the unfulfilled promises, we, as a country 

continue to move closer to realizing the ideal of America. I have faith, NOW faith, in my fellow 

citizens, in myself and in the experiment of America to move our country from unseen evidences 

to the realization of promised hope enabling the dream that Dr. King imagined to become reality. 

Once the promise of hope in America is fulfilled, then people of all stripes, from every walk of 

life and political party “will be able to join hands and sing together in that old Negro Spiritual 

free at last! free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!” (MLK) 


