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The staff member I nominate for the FAME Award is my principal Mrs. Shaw because she is a 

loving caring and funny person. She is a principal at Tates Creek High School for the MES 

academy (Medical and Emergency Services). She has helped me through multiple events through 

my four years here. 

 

Mrs. Shaw helped me overcome  my mom’s death in 2015 (ninth-grade year) -- checking on me 

with my classes, making sure I don't need any help, and making me feel like I at least have one 

person here to cheer me on to graduate. I remember when I found out that my mom was on life 

support. I was called for dismissal (and I was also in the middle of my Spanish final), so I went 

down the hallway to see my sister and Mrs. Shaw standing there and they tell me that I needed to 

go home. I ask why because I didn’t think that I did anything wrong. I came to school and went 

to class -- nothing else. Then my sister says that our mom was on life support and we needed to 

be up there at the hospital because the doctor wants to explain everything to me. I look at Mrs. 

Shaw and I couldn’t say anything because at a moment like this, what can you say? Mrs. Shaw 

told me to go on and she will take care of my grades and being with my mom is more important 

at that moment then my grades. After winter break, I come back with a broken heart and had to 

try and hide the fact that my mom died five days before Christmas. I knew that some of my 

teachers didn't know, but what I did know was that Mrs. Shaw knew because she came up to me 

and gave me a hug. It wasn’t just a hug that you get from a friend -- it was a hug that you would 

get from your mom. She told me that she was there if I needed her, even if it was to just to sit in 

her office and talk about my feelings. She was willing to listen to me. She also told me to be the 

best I can be because my mom would love to see me graduate. 

 

After two of being back from the winter break, I didn't expect Mrs. Shaw would see me in the 

hallways asking me if I needed anything or if I was OK. And I replied that I was doing OK, still 

taking day by day. She would just pop her head in my classroom and see if I'm OK and see if I 



needed any help with my class work. I never had a principal that cared so much about me and my 

feelings that made me feel I was worth something. Mrs. Shaw was there through the toughest 

time of my life and didn't leave me like everyone else did. She was there when my sister and dad 

was supposed to. But I know she didn't not because she thought she would get something out of 

it but because she cared and realized that no one was there for me. And I'm so very grateful for 

her. 

 

Mrs. Shaw made me feel like I at least had someone to be here to cheer me to graduate. It felt 

like everyone that said they was there for me and they wanted me to be something and not 

nothing in life just left when everything got hard and when I was struggling. But Mrs. Shaw 

stayed with me. Every time she sees me, she asks me if I’m ready to graduate high school, and I 

tell her I'm more ready than I was in 9th grade. And she just smiles because I know she knows 

that I'm right.  

 

Mrs. Shaw isn't just my principal but a mother figure to me, and I thank God for placing her in 

my life every day because I don't think I could’ve made it this far without her guidance and 

support. 

 

Mrs. Shaw is so important and influential to me because she is loving, caring, and supportive. 

Her love shows that she loves all of her students -- the ones that come and go and even the ones 

that stay just a little bit longer, and she believes that they are going to be something after they 

leave high school. 


