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A teacher who has impacted my life is Monica Harbut. I started attending Frederick Douglass 

High School in 2017 when I was a junior. At this point in my educational career, I was very lost 

and confused about what I wanted my future to look like. I had thought I wanted to work in the 

medical field, but as I took courses in that pathway I realized that it wouldn't be the right choice 

for me. Starting senior year without having a clue of what I wanted to do with my life was very 

nerve-racking. I sat myself down and thought of what I loved to do, and working with children 

came to mind immediately. I adored working in an environment with children; over the summer I 

worked as a swim instructor for children ages 4 to 9. I loved every minute of it. Soon, becoming 

an elementary school teacher was all I could dream of becoming. I decided to switch into the 

teaching and learning pathway at FDHS and that's where I met Mrs. Harbut, and I knew my 

dream of becoming a teacher would be sure to happen.  

 

I am currently in two courses with Mrs. Harbut. One is the first-year course, Learning 

Community, and the other is her second-year course, Learning-Centered Classroom. These 

courses give the students the opportunity to not only see what they should expect in a classroom, 

but also how to handle it. We learn about different types of students, how to teach those types of 

students, and how to handle different conflicts that might come up in the classroom. I am now in 

the second semester of both of these courses, and I feel that these are some of the most beneficial 

classes I have taken in my high school career to prepare me for my future.  

 



Mrs. Harbut has taught me many skills that I am going to need in my future career. One thing I 

really love about Mrs. Harbut’s classes is that they’re project-based courses. When we do lessons 

or projects, we have to act like we are actually teachers. This puts the students in situations that 

they would face in the classroom and gives us experience.  

 

In addition to having a very beneficial class, Mrs. Harbut is an absolutely amazing person who 

has shaped my life. Being a senior, I’ve gone through many teachers in my educational career. I 

have rarely had a teacher who is like Mrs. Harbut. She constantly gives feedback to her students 

so they can learn from their mistakes. She gives students a voice in her classroom, which not 

many teachers do. She gives us options and listens to what we have to say. Mrs. Harbut has 

boosted my confidence in multiple aspects. With all the presentations we do, my confidence in 

public speaking has gone up. She loves all of her students and encourages us to embrace 

yourself, which has helped my self-confidence. In her classroom, she does not tolerate any sort 

of negativity toward any of her students. Her classes are shaped around love, compassion, and 

positivity.  

 

My time in Mrs. Harbut’s classes have been super beneficial to not only my educational career, 

but also my life and my future. I feel prepared for college, and my excitement for becoming a 

teacher has only grown since entering her class. I hope I can be as influential on my students as 

she is on me. 

 


