
UNDERSTANDING STATE TEST RESULTS

Each year in Kentucky, students take state and national tests to gauge whether 
they have mastered the material they need to be successful in school and 
beyond. 

Changes to state and national laws have prompted a redesign of the state 
accountability system that families are used to. While the system is in transition, 
the Kentucky Department of Education will no longer calculate a single score or 
assign labels to schools and districts. Instead, this fall, the state has released 
separate scores for each of the following categories, which should not be 
compared with previous years:

Achievement: A score of between 0 and 100 to show how students 
did on state tests. Student scores are divided into the following 
categories: novice, apprentice, pro�cient, or distinguished. Schools 
receive one point for the percentage of students who were 
pro�cient or distinguished and a half point for students who were 
apprentice. If the percentage of students scoring distinguished is 
higher than the percentage of students scoring novice, then bonus 
points are awarded.

Gap: A score of between 0 and 100 to show how historically 
under-served students did on state tests. This category includes the 
scores of students who qualify for free or reduced lunch, receive 
special education services, need support in learning English, or 
whose race is identi�ed as African-American, Hispanic, or Native 
American. Schools receive one point for the percentage of students 
who were pro�cient or distinguished. Credit is also given for 
reducing the number of student who score novice.

Graduation Rate: The percentage of students in each school or 
district who earn a high school diploma. Two scores are released -- 
one showing the percent of students who graduated in four years 
and one showing the percent of students who graduated in �ve 
years.

College and Career Readiness: A score between 0 and 100 
calculated by combining student performance on the ACT and other 
national tests of college readiness and the number of students who 
earned industry certi�cations.

Who is Tested?

In Kentucky, students in grades 3 through 11 take state and/or 
national assessments in di�erent subjects. 

What Tests Do Students Take?

•  Reading: Grades 3-8, high school students taking English II
•  Math: Grades 3-8, high school students taking Algebra II
•  Social Studies: 5-8, high school students taking U.S. History
•  Language Mechanics: Grades 4 and 6
•  Writing: Grades 5, 8 and 11
•  Science: A new test is under development. Scores were only 

released for high school students taking Biology and for 
students with special needs who qualify for alternative 
assessments.

•  ACT: Grade 11

How Did My Child Do?

Test scores for individual students have not been received yet. Once 
the state sends those results to the district, you will receive reports 
for your child in the mail or during conferences with your child's 
teacher. 

Questions? Call your child's school or 
visit www.fcps.net/testing


