
 

 

Fire Prevention Week 

By Katie Bowden, fifth-grader at Meadowthorpe Elementary 

Fire safety is very important, and that is the focus of “Fire Prevention Week,” which is October 

9-15, 2017. There are many ways to prevent fires, but this year’s focus is: “Every second counts, 

Plan 2 ways out.” You should always be prepared for a fire and have a plan. Also you should 

have ways to prevent a fire from even happening in the first place. Everyone should make it a 

point to learn about fire safety. 

You would definitely want to get out of a burning building quickly. What would you do if your 

door is blocked? That’s why you should always plan for two ways to get out of any building. If 

your first escape route is blocked or burning, then you should always have another option to 

evacuate. Examples of ways to exit are the windows, front door, back door, garage, and if your 

building has one, a fire escape. 

If a fire is to ever occur in your house, you and your family should get outside and leave all items 

behind. You can get your pets out of the building, but only if it is safe. Never go back in the 

burning building. You and your family should always have a designated area to meet. Soon as 

you get to this spot, you should call 911 immediately. When the firefighters come, they will use 

their powerful water hoses to put out the fire while also looking for any other people or pets to 

rescue if possible. When the fire is all out, thank the firefighters for helping you and make sure 

you know the ways to help prevent this from happening again. 

In order to prevent fires, it is helpful to know some of the most common causes: flammable 

liquids, lighting, candles, heating, and electrical equipment. Heat in houses can cause fires, so if 

you turn off the things that could lead to a fire then you prevent one. Some examples of items 

that could cause a fire are: a lit candle, an oven that was left on, an iron, and smoking a cigarette 

inside. You should always be careful about these things because they could cause a fire. Ways 

that my family and I help prevent fires is I turn off the oven after cooking, my mom makes sure 

to turn off her curling iron before leaving the house, and my dad makes sure not to put too many 

plugs in an outlet. 

Fire safety is something that people, especially kids, don’t want to think about but it is necessary 

for everyone’s safety. You should always have a plan to prevent fires and also what to do if there 

is a fire. Remember “Every Second Counts, Plan 2 Ways Out.” Always have a plan to prevent 

fire but be prepared for one anyway. Now that you know how to prevent fires, go spread the 

word! 


