
 

President’s Message 

Back to school is crazy busy and we're all looking for ways to streamline processes. Fundraising, membership re-
porting, meeting notes, and newsletters are all things we have to accomplish but rarely have time for. For this I rec-
ommend using a service such as Google Apps or Office 365. With the tools inside you can create websites, survey 
forms, share membership lists among your board, store meeting notes, collaborate on newsletters (in real time no 
less). And if you're motivated, you can even sell your own merchandise or take membership online! 
  
TechSoup is a fantastic resource. Not only is it the portal through which 
you will be able to get some of the previously mentioned services, but it 
opens up a ton of other options for your unit to get for free or buy for 
extreme discounts.  
 
WordPress is another great tool that lets you create your own personal 
blog and even website. It's a great way to keep your members updated 
with what you're doing and how they can help. 
 
There are an endless array of online resources which you can learn to do 
this, but the 16th District PTA is working on a series of tutorials for this 
process. It will guide you through the process of signing up with Tech-
Soup, setting up Google App, creating online surveys, and even some 
more topics such as setting up your own domain and customized emails. 
 
Thanks for all you do! 
 

Chris Medley, 16th District PTA President 

everychild. onevoice.  

Dates to Remember! 
 

Important Deadlines 
 

Oct. 15 -  Required Membership Dues Payment  

Nov.  2 - Reflections entries due to 16th District  
 

Superintendent’s Roundtable Meetings 
 

Oct. 18 at 6:30pm 

Nov. 15 at 9:00am 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sept. 25 - KY Kids’ Day 

October is LGBTQ History Month  

and National Principal’s Month  

Oct. 2 - National Custodial Worker’s Day  

Oct. 10 - National Walk to School Day 

Oct. 23-31 Red Ribbon Week 

Oct. 24 - National Unity Day 

Connecting parents, students, and teachers | October 2018 

What exactly is advocacy? 

According to National PTA, advocacy is supporting and speaking up for children-in schools, in communities, and be-
fore government bodies and other organizations that make decisions affecting children. For us, this means setting 
aside our apprehension and fear about questioning or challenging those in authority.  

From the inception of PTA, members have understood the importance of speak-
ing up for children and families who have had no voice. From hot school lunches 
to child labor laws, PTA has made a difference. To be sure, advocacy in each 
school looks different, but every cause matters. Start small, but end big.  

 As you establish relationships in your buildings, always be sure to let your ad-
ministrators know your purpose: to help make every child’s potential a reality. If 
you’re ready to begin the advocacy journey, your 16th District PTA is here to 
help. Also, be sure to visit the National PTA website to access the Advocacy Toolkit: The Advocacy Toolkit contains 
helpful information on how to work with legislative leaders and the media, as well as the federal budget and legisla-
tive processes. It also includes videos on PTA’s advocacy history, and “lobbying the PTA way.” PTA.org/
AdvocacyToolkit 
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PTA Reflections 2018-2019 theme:  

 

                

 

 

 

Submissions moving on to the district level                                                   

due to District Coordinator no later than November 2nd, 2018 

For more information email district coordinator: 
 

Julia Craven at julia.craven1@gmail.com 

   

Kentucky PTA Kids' Day is a special day set aside by 
Kentucky PTA just for our students. All children are spe-
cial in many ways, yet too often we forget to tell them.  
 
This year, Kentucky Kids' Day is September 25, 
2018, but it can be celebrated anytime. So plan a      

special celebration for your students!  

KENTUCKY KIDS DAY - September 25th  

Every PTA unit must purchase bonding 

and  liability insurance by September 1. 

This is a requirement of Redbook 

(Kentucky Dept. of Education [KDE]).  

Every child. One voice. To be a part of PTA is to accept the charge 

to advocate for all children. In each school, advocacy may look 

different, but the goal is the same. In order to do this successfully, 

your PTA should make every effort to create a membership and 

board that is inclusive and reflective of your building. In other 

words, your PTA looks like your student body. How do we do this? 

I'm glad you asked!  

When it comes to recruiting leaders for your board, move out of 

your comfort zone. Open lines of communication are essential. For 

example, are you targeting your male population? Dads love to 

help, but thy need to be asked. As you look at your membership, 

consider the possible groups represented: families of exceptional 

students, English language learners, LGBTQ, free and reduced 

lunch...all deserve a seat at the table. To have a successful PTA 

means working with and for every child in your building. If you aren't 

sure how to start, your 16th District PTA is always here to help. 

What does your organization look like? 

INSURANCE 



Membership: Members are the Key! 
The power of PTA is in its membership. Getting membership is crucial to PTA’s and PTSA’s ef-

fectiveness as an advocate for children. 

Every additional member adds power when your PTA/PTSA goes before the SBDM Council, 

school board it speaks to a school board member. The number of memberships adds clout 

when you contact your state and federal 

legislators. With enough members, PTA/

PTSA can and does improve the educa-

tion, health and safety of every child.  

Don’t forget that October 15th is the 

deadline for each local unit to have mailed a membership payment in to both 16th District 

and KY PTA.  

The Kentucky PTA/National PTA portion of dues is $3.50 per member. The 16th District dues 

are $0.25 per member. 

You can find valuable Membership resources and information on the National PTA website. 

We wish you much success as you jumpstart your Back-to-School Membership drives! 

School has begun and that means Kentucky Kids' Day is rapidly approaching! The last Tues-

day in September (traditionally) is set aside to show our children love and appreciation. 

Every child is special and their experience is unique; learning impacts everything about 

them. What they learn in a KY school will impact their daily lives as adults, as their public ed-

ucation creates the building blocks for a strong future. Since 1985, this day (or the day of 

your school's choosing) is a day of celebration, reminding them how much we love and 

support them on their journey with a day of fun. It should also remind the public how im-

Many Thanks! 
ICYMI: On Saturday, August 11th, we were honored to host many of you from across Fayette 

County for 16th District’s Summer Leadership Training and Vendor Expo. The annual event was held 

at the newly acquired FCPS property on Georgetown Road, formerly Imani Church. The day begun 

with attendees getting to hear from Fayette County Public Schools Superintendent, Manny Caulk; 

current 16th District president, Chris Medley; and former 16th District president, Kathy Smiley. The 

day also provided opportunities for board position trainings and sessions on how to advocate effec-

tively and much more! 

http://www.pta.org


16th District PTA 

2018-2019 Calendar of Events 

 

August 

15 - “Back-to-School” Membership Dues 

15 - First day of school 

 

September 

National Hispanic Heritage Month 

3 - No School - Labor Day 

9-15 - National Arts in Education Week 

15 - “Early Bird” Membership Dues 

17 - Constitution Day 

20 - Superintendent’s Roundtable Meeting 9:00am 

25 - Kentucky Kids’ Day 

 

October 

LGBTQ History Month 

National Principal’s Month 

2 - National Custodial Worker’s Day 

4-5 - No School - Fall Break 

10- National Walk to School Day 

15 - Required Membership Dues Payment 

18 - Superintendent’s Roundtable Meeting 6:30pm 

23-31 - Red Ribbon Week 

24 - National Unity Day 

 

November 

Native American Heritage Month 

Healthy Lifestyles Month 

Parent Involvement Month 

1-2 - Reflections entries due to 16th District 

2 - Advocacy Training 9am in Frankfort 

6 - No School - Election Day 

13-16 Reflections entries on display at Lyric Theater 

15 - Membership Dues 

15 - 990 Filing or Forms due to IRS 

15 - Superintendent’s Roundtable Meeting 9:00am 

15 - National Parent Involvement Day 

19 - KY PTA Unity Day 

21-23 - No School - Thanksgiving Break 

 

December 

National Special Education Month 

2 - District Reflections Awards Ceremony  

15 - Membership Dues 

20-31 - No School - Winter Break 

January - Happy New Year  

1-2 - No School - Winter Break 

15 - Membership Dues 

17 - Superintendent’s Roundtable Meeting 9:00am 

21 - No School - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

February 

African American History Month 

10-17 - Take Your Family to School Week 

13 - Children’s Advocacy Day at the Capitol 

15 - Membership Dues 

17 - National PTA’s Founder’s Day 

18 - No School - President’s Day 

21 - Superintendent’s Roundtable Meeting 9:00am 

 

March 

National Nutrition Month 

Youth Art Month 

2 - Read Across America Day 

14 - National Pi Day 

15 - Membership Dues 

15 - No School (Possible make-up day) 

21 - Superintendent’s Roundtable Meeting 9:00am 

 

April 

Month of the Military Child 

1-5 - No School - Spring Break 

15 - Membership Dues 

22-26 - Public School Volunteer Week 

18 - Superintendent’s Roundtable Meeting 9:00am 

22 - Earth Day 

24 - Administrative Professionals Day 

 

May 

Asian-Pacific American Heritage  

National Foster Care Month 

Physical Fitness Month 

6-10 - Teacher Appreciation Week 

15 - Membership Dues 

21 - No School - Election Day 

27 - No School - Memorial Day 

28 - Last Day of School  


