
 

 

Highlights of the Nov. 21, 2016 school board meeting 

Building trust and engagement in Fayette County Public Schools is vital to our mission: to create a 

collaborative community that ensures all students achieve at high levels and graduate prepared to excel 

in a global society. Therefore, school board meetings are televised live on Channel 13 and replayed the 

same week at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 8 p.m. Wednesday and 2 p.m. Saturday. The broadcasts, board agendas 

and official minutes are also available online, along with these highlights. 

On Nov. 21, 2016, the board welcomed teacher representative Michelle Rauch of Eastside Technical 

Center and classified employee representative Erik Ansley of Edythe J. Hayes Middle School. This 

month’s student performance featured the choir from Breckinridge Elementary. 

1. The board recognized the following students and employees for recent accomplishments: 

 Malcolm Gooding of Morton Middle, a Kentucky State Fair grand champion in geology; 

 Anna Burch of Paul Laurence Dunbar High School, recipient of a sportsmanship award in tennis; 

 Kim Sword of William Wells Brown Elementary, as an Elementary Science Teacher of the Year; 

 Shericka Smith of Tates Creek High School, as Kentucky’s School Social Worker of the Year; 

 Jacob Bell of Locust Trace AgriScience Center, as Region 2’s New Teacher of the Year, selected 

by the Association for Career and Technical Education; and 

 Some two dozen employees who received the superintendent’s 212 Degrees Award for taking 

that extra step to make a difference. This month’s honorees included crisis response team 

members Dann Bates, Julia Bennington, Carla Buford, Serena Culbertson, Kivvi Figgs, Jennie Hull-

Cannon, Rebecca Jackson, Seth Krusich, Mackenzi Leachman, Victoria Mason, Robin Potter, 

Velva Reed-Barker, Jaclyn Ruebsam, Judy Russell, Amanda Smith, Shericka Smith, Mike Stead, 

and Sterling Ward; also, law enforcement officers stationed at Tates Creek High School: Officers 

Van Berry, Antoine Sims, David Southworth, and Allen Wilford, and Sgt. Roger Madison; also, 

Transportation staffers Jennifer Ward, Diane Becker, Sarah Garner, and Phillip Leonard for 

various efforts. 

2. Board members read resolutions regarding the deaths of Trinity Gay, a sophomore at Lafayette High 

School, and Lisa Suzette Lavens, a kindergarten paraeducator at Liberty Elementary. 

3. Darryl Thompson, acting senior director of Equity, School Support & Community Engagement, 

welcomed teacher Christian Adair of Bryan Station Middle School, adviser for the Alpha League club, 

who highlighted the 20 students’ recent trip to the nation’s capital. “These guys got to be in a classroom 

all day in Washington, D.C., on this field trip,” he said after sharing a video. The status report was part of 

the district’s new initiative on educating boys of color. 

 



4. Myron Thompson, senior director of Operations and Support, presented the latest construction 

update on the new high school on Winchester Road, which is 75 percent complete. 

5. Among the action items, the board: 

 Approved the proposed 2017 District Facilities Plan, which outlines construction and renovation 

priorities. After a public hearing, the plan will go to the Kentucky Department of Education for 

final approval. 

 Accepted the independent auditors’ report for FY2016 and the audit of school activity funds, 

which are posted at www.fcps.net/finance. The district received the highest possible rating, 

called an unmodified clean opinion. 

 Accepted the monthly treasurer’s report of district revenues and expenses. 

 Voted 4-0 to name Fayette’s sixth public high school after 19th century abolitionist and famed 

orator Frederick Douglass. Suggestions from the community had been accepted via online 

forms, email, and U.S. mail. In all, 672 submissions were received, and 92 unique names were 

considered. The naming committee agreed that Frederick Douglass High School would honor a 

great American leader and reclaim a local legacy of educating students at high levels. The new 

high school is slated to open in the fall of 2017 with Lester Diaz as principal. 

 Approved an incentive of paying special education substitute teachers and paraeducators an 

additional $20 per day to help ease a critical shortage in these classrooms. 

6. The board adjourned without going into closed session. 

The official minutes from Nov. 21 will be posted within the agenda of the Dec. 12 board meeting. 


