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BOARD MEETING BUZZ 
Fayette County Board of Education Meeting     March 27, 2017  

Providing timely, clear and accurate information to students, staff, families and 
community members about the latest Fayette County Public Schools news is an 
important part of meeting our mission to create a collaborative community that 
ensures all students achieve at high levels and graduate prepared to excel in a 
global society. Only an informed community can fully participate in improving the 
quality of our schools, and these monthly school board meeting summaries are 
just one of the many ways we work to provide honest, proactive, consistent, and 
responsive communication to those we serve.    
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LIFE SAVERS!! 

 
A new state law requires all high schools to train students in CPR. Fayette 
County Public Schools will be able to meet this requirement thanks to the 
generous support of the Baptist Health Foundation, which is funding three CPR 
kits in each of our six high schools. Several students from Bryan Station High 
School, who are studying for the Medicaid nurse aide certification, also 
demonstrated the CPR devices on stage. "This is truly a skill for life," said board 
Chairwoman Melissa Bacon. 
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Barry Stumbo, executive director of the Baptist Health Foundation, presented 
FCPS a check for nearly $12,000 for 18 "CPR in Schools" training kits for the 
district's high schools.  

 

KUDOS AND RECOGNITIONS 
The board welcomed teacher 
representative Monica Kiraly of 
Jessie Clark Middle School (far left), 
student representative Brittana 
Turner of Paul Laurence Dunbar 
High School, and classified 
employee representative Sue 
Marshall from Plant Operations.  
 

Also, this month's student performance featured the eighth-grade chorus from 
Edythe J. Hayes Middle School.  
 
The board recognized the following students and staff for recent 
accomplishments: 
 

 Governor's Cup winners and runners-up; 
 Henry Clay High School students who excelled at the North 

American Invitational Model United Nations; 
 Boys' basketball teams from Hayes (A league) and Morton (B team) as 

middle school city champions; 
 Bryan Station High School athletes, with kudos from the KTCCCA indoor 

track and field state championships; 
 Rachel Klinker of Tates Creek High, runner-up in the 500 freestyle in the 

state swim meet; and her coach Dave Doolin as Outstanding Coach 
(girls); 

 Kelly Mayes, assistant orchestra director at Bryan Station High, recipient 
of an Outstanding Service Award; and 

 Recipients of the superintendent's 212 Degrees Award: nine of the 
interpreters and translators who help our district reach out to families who 
speak languages other than English -- Jessica Sanchez (leader), Kiluba 
Nkulu, Terri Samaan, Shusham Shrestha, Lodz Pierre-Juanso, Mei-lin Su, 
Yuki Cooper, Susana Menendez, and Maki Reidhaar.  

  

 

PROCLAMATIONS 
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The board also approved proclamations for National Occupational 
Therapy Month, School Library Month, Autism Awareness Month, 
Student Leadership Week, Public School Volunteer Week, and 
Administrative Professionals Week. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
Under Academic Services, Superintendent Manny Caulk 
(pictured) recapped the district's informal walk-through 
process, which gathers classroom data that leaders can use to 
identify trends and improve instructional practices. 
 
The superintendent also heard a legislation update from Bob 
Babbage's team, which has been tracking more than 60 bills in 
Frankfort. Board member Doug Barnett expressed concerns 
about HB520 on charter schools and HB471 on funding. "This 
is riddled with constitutional issues," he said. Others 
mentioned included legislation on alternative teacher 

certification, leeway in setting school start dates later in August, and requiring 
high school graduates to pass a civics test.  
 
In addition, staffers Tresine Logsdon and Logan Poteat presented the 2016 
Sustainability Report. Highlights included a new Sustainability and Wellness 
Scorecard to measure successes and best practices, which launches in May; the 
Green Building Dashboard, which enables students to track energy usage in their 
schools; and energy and sustainability listening sessions since every school has 
different needs. Also, this year's Green Ribbon School nominee is Morton Middle.  
 
Later in the meeting, the board heard from High Schools Director Randy Peffer, 
who confirmed May 19 as the last day of classes and announced the lineup of 
high school graduations at Rupp Arena: Wednesday May 24, Lafayette at 4 p.m. 
and Paul Laurence Dunbar at 7:30 p.m.; and Thursday May 25, Henry Clay at 
12:30 p.m., Tates Creek at 4 p.m., and Bryan Station at 7:30 p.m.   

 

EQUITY COUNCIL REPORT 
Darryl Thompson, the district's acting equity officer, recapped last 
Saturday's Family University workshop focusing on family 
engagement in their children's education, and noted the next 
session is planned for May 13. Thompson also gave an update on 
the district's recruitment efforts, saying FCPS is expanding its 
footprint. Last week, a group of district officials and hiring managers 

interviewed 32 candidates in Puerto Rico, where they went in search of bilingual 
educators in particular. Finally, Thompson reported on his office's task force on 
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equity, racism, diversity, and inclusion. His staff is hearing directly from students 
during high school visits, where one teen recently noted that despite rapid 
advances in technology, people's thought patterns are stuck in the past. 
 
Thompson also welcomed two students from Carter G. Woodson Academy, who 
asked the board for financial support for their inaugural African-American 
Achievement Awards event, planned for April 23 at First Baptist Church 
Bracktown. The board took no action, but Chairwoman Melissa Bacon said Caulk 
would get back to the students. "It's a blessing to watch you all grow into 
leadership roles and mature as young men," Bacon added.    

 

RENOVATION & CONSTRUCTION REPORT 
Myron Thompson, senior director of Operations and Support, 
presented the latest construction updates on Frederick Douglass 
High School, which is on schedule for completion in July.  

 

ACTION ITEMS  
Among the action items, the board:  

 Approved a contract with the Lexington Legends for the 
district's annual Family Reunion event for employees this summer. 
This year's event will be Sunday, June 4 for an evening ballgame 
with fireworks afterward. 

 Approved the 2017-18 schedule for the school board's planning and action 
meetings; and 

 Accepted the monthly treasurer's report of revenues and expenses. 

 

The board adjourned without going into closed session. 
 
The official minutes from March 27 will be posted within the agenda of the April 
24 board meeting.  

SEE FOR YOURSELF
School board meetings are televised live on Channel 13 and replayed the same 
week at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 8 p.m. Wednesday, and 2 p.m. Saturday. The 
broadcasts, board agendas, and official minutes are also available online, along 
with these "Board Meeting Buzz" highlights. 
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FCPS is governed by an elected five-
member  board that meets on the second and 
fourth Monday each month in the district's 
offices at 701 E. Main St., Lexington, Ky. 
Meetings are open to the public, and 
community participation is welcome.  

859-381-4104  
www.fcps.net/board 

 

 STAY CONNECTED!  

 

Fayette County Public Schools, 1126 Russell Cave Road, Lexington, KY 40509 

 




