
Fayette County Board of Education Meeting                 June 26, 2017

Providing timely, clear, and accurate information to students, staff, families, and
community members about the latest Fayette County Public Schools news is an
important part of meeting our mission to create a collaborative community that
ensures all students achieve at high levels and graduate prepared to excel in a
global society. Only an informed community can fully participate in improving the
quality of our schools, and these monthly school board meeting summaries are
just one of the many ways we work to provide honest, proactive, consistent, and
responsive communication to those we serve.  

This month's opening student performance featured pianist Jenny Lee, a rising
freshman at Paul Laurence Dunbar High School.

The board then recognized the following students and staff for recent
accomplishments:

Matt Halpin of Dunbar, the boys' singles champion in the KHSAA State



Tennis Tournament;
Award winners in the state- and national-level PTA Reflections contest;
Boys' team from Bryan Station Middle as city track-and-field champions;
Medalists in the KTCCCA middle school state track-and-field competition;
Winners and runners-up in the KHSAA State Track and Field
Championships;
Multiple honorees from the STLP State Championship;
Multiple honorees from the Technology Student Association's state
competition;and
Frankie Langdon, KEA's Education Support Professional of the Year.

In a special recognition by board member Doug Barnett, who coaches Pony
League baseball, players from his Raptors and Bulls teams presented a game
ball to the superintendent. The teams had helped open the Legends game June
4, the day of the FCPS Family Reunion at Whitaker Bank Ballpark. 

June's recipients of the superintendent's 212 Degrees Award
for going above and beyond were employees who volunteered
at the FCPS Family Reunion: Gina Berry, Melvyn
Berry, Autumn Bidwell, Evalyn Block, Debbie Bryan, Penny
Christian, Claude Christian, Kimberly Christian, Shelby
Dearing, Jennifer Dedmon, Amanda Dennis, Shelley
Dickson, Louise Dobbins, Sheree Douglass, Sandy

Douglass, Felice Farris, Jeff Harris, Peggy Henderson, Andy Henderson,
Garry Hoover, Fleur Hosseini, Jenna Jennings, Cassie Jennings, Monica
Jones, Pete Koutoulas, Frankie Langdon, Hadiyah Massey, Rob Mattox,
Alexis Maynard, Rebecca Puckett, Justin Rivers, Margaret Roberts, Lisa
Rudzinski, Miranda Scully, Diann Shuffett Ashcraft, Lisa Smith, Darryl
Thompson, Myron Thompson, and Allison Tracy.

Superintendent Manny Caulk
shared the wrap-up of his Capstone Project, featuring the
Blueprint for Student Success and the district's five-year
Strategic Plan. His slideshow included examples in several
areas of leadership such as instructional, cultural, Human
Resources, managerial, collaborative, and influential. Caulk
also noted that the state's recent diagnostic review found that
the district now has the capacity to make needed changes
and improvements. "To me, the ultimate measure is 'How are
you leading from your core values?'" Caulk said. "If you lead



from your core, everything else will fall into place."

District spokesperson Lisa Deffendall also previewed the final version of the
Strategic Plan, titled "Expect Excellence," which will be released Thursday (June
29) in conjunction with Caulk's State of the Schools address and the FCPS
annual report. 

Acting Equity Officer Darryl Thompson reported on FCPS'
state- and national-level efforts to increase staff diversity. "It
involves a pipeline of teaching preparation and a rebranding of
the profession," he said. 

Myron Thompson, senior director of Operations and Support,
presented the latest construction update
at Frederick Douglass High School. "There's a lot of
excitement, and the principal is eager to get those keys turned
over," he said. 

Among the night's action, the board:

Approved a waiver of the reduced price meal option for
2017-18 to ease the financial burden on families.
Students who previously qualified under the reduced
provision will receive free meals at school this year. "If
students are hungry, it's very difficult for them to
achieve. We're trying to remove barriers," said Michelle
Coker, director of Child Nutrition.
Accepted the monthly treasurer's report of revenues and expenses; and
Approved the recommended 2018-19 instructional calendar, which includes
a starting date of Aug. 15 for students and May 28 as the last day of
classes (pending weather make-up days).

In addition, the board tabled proposed revisions for the 2017-18 middle and high



school athletic guidelines, postponing the vote until its July 10 planning meeting.
Concerns were raised about edits and changes not being visible for the public to
review. Agreeing transparency is important, Caulk suggested waiting on action.
Marked guidelines will be posted online before the July 10 meeting.

The board adjourned without going into closed session.

The official minutes from June 26 will be posted within the agenda of the July 24
board meeting.

School board meetings are televised live on Channel 13 and replayed the same
week at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 8 p.m. Wednesday, and 2 p.m. Saturday. The
broadcasts, board agendas, and official minutes are also available online, along
with these "Board Meeting Buzz" highlights.

FCPS is governed by an elected five-member 
board that meets on the second and fourth
Monday each month in the district's offices at
701 E. Main St., Lexington, Ky. Meetings are
open to the public, and community
participation is welcome.
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