
 

Highlights of the July 25, 2016 school board meeting 

Building trust and engagement in Fayette County Public Schools is vital to our mission: to create a 

collaborative community that ensures all students achieve at high levels and graduate prepared to excel 

in a global society. Therefore, school board meetings are televised live on Channel 13 and replayed the 

same week at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 8 p.m. Wednesday and 2 p.m. Saturday. The broadcasts, board agendas 

and official minutes are also available online, along with these highlights. 

1. On July 25, 2016, the opening student performance featured rising junior Leila Abou-Jaoude as 

vocalist and rising senior Carson Crovo on piano with two selections from the musical “She Loves Me.” 

Both teens are in the SCAPA program at Lafayette High School. 

2. The board recognized the following students and staff for recent accomplishments: 

 Will Bingham, a rising fifth-grader at Glendover Elementary, as Kentucky’s winner in the 2016 

Healthy Lunchtime Challenge; 

 Miles Dunn, Gabe Garcia, Griffin Gensheimer, and Bri Stanley, new graduates of Tates Creek 

High School, for first place in the senior division at the Future Problem Solving Program 

International conference; 

 Top honorees at the 2016 Kentucky Junior Historical Society’s state convention; 

 Amir Abou-Jaoude of Henry Clay High; Lily Gardner of Winburn Middle; and Winburn’s Claire 

Qian and Rocco Wrentmore, as honorees in the National History Day contests, along with state-

level winners; 

 The boys’ track-and-field team from Jessie Clark, winner of the middle school state 

championship, along with other top finishers in the state meet; 

 The boys’ track-and-field team from Henry Clay High School as winner of the KHSAA state 

championship and from Paul Laurence Dunbar High as runner-up, along with other top 

performers in the state meet; 

 Dozens of honorees from the Student Technology Leadership Program, or STLP, state 

competition, along with Dave Carty as recipient of the Outstanding Technology Support Staff 

award; and 

 Honorees from the Technology Student Association, or TSA, state contests. 

3. In the superintendent’s report, a representative from Mass Insight Education offered an update on 

the district’s strategic planning process. The overall aim is to build a school system that prepares all 

students to learn and to succeed in life, and the ultimate plan will be a short, readable, living document 

linked to defined goals. “The strategic plan will be our road map in terms of our vision,” Superintendent 

Manny Caulk said. “It sets the trajectory for Fayette County Public Schools.” Mass Insight Education’s 

process will incorporate several stages of development, visits with staff in Lexington, written drafts, and 

fine-tuning of the estimated 20-page plan. The rollout is scheduled for early October.  



 

4. The board also heard a recap of this month’s Superintendent’s Leadership Institute from former 

principal Schuronda Morton, who helped coordinate the event. Immediate response and subsequent 

feedback indicated that principals and other district leaders were impressed by the conference, 

especially the keynote speakers, and feel invigorated as the new school year approaches. “It sent a 

powerful message that we’re on the right track and we are truly a team working together,” Morton said. 

She encouraged all employees to take another look at the opening video, which played off the theme 

“Mission Possible.” “The summer institute is just a jumping-off point,” Morton added. “(This work) will 

impact student achievement.” For more about the week’s events, check out the archived feature article. 

5. Erica Beatty from the office of Equity, School Support & Community Engagement shared highlights of 

the revamped process for R.E.S.E.T., or Reintegration of Students’ Effective Transition. This district-level 

panel provides recommendations and lists accommodations needed for school placement of students 

making an out-of-community transition back into FCPS, for instance, from an alternative program. “We 

tried to go through and streamline the process,” Beatty said. A flow chart in the new brochure outlines 

each step based on the student’s backstory and status. Beatty also follows up individually as needed. 

Caulk thanked the R.E.S.E.T. team for their efforts. “We have no throw-away students,” he said. “All 

students matter. All students are important.” 

6. Myron Thompson, senior director of Operations and Support, presented July’s renovation and 

construction updates at Squires Elementary, Garrett Morgan Elementary on Passage Mound Way, 

Coventry Oak Elementary off Georgetown Road, and the new high school on Winchester Road. 

7. Among the action items, the board agreed for FCPS to participate in the Special Energy Project 

Funding (SEPF) Program administered by the Kentucky School Boards Association.  Members approved 

the match option of $72,000 – providing a total of up to $144,000 – which will pay for six or seven gym 

lighting retrofits to reduce the district’s utility bills by up to $24,000 a year. 

Note: Item K13, concerning 2016-2017 revisions for the middle and high school athletic guidelines, was 

lifted from the agenda, and action was postponed until the Aug. 22 meeting. 

8. Under informational items, high schools director Randy Peffer announced that 2,437 students had 

graduated in May from the district’s five high schools and that they reported more than $95.6 million in 

college scholarship offers. Members of the Class of 2016 are headed to some 240 colleges and 

universities in 40 states, the District of Columbia, and abroad. (Details here) 

9. The board went into closed session to discuss acquisition or sale of real property, proposed or 

pending litigation, or personnel matters. 

The official minutes from July 25 will be posted within the agenda of the Aug. 22 board meeting. 


