
 

 

Highlights of the Aug. 22, 2016 school board meeting 

Building trust and engagement in Fayette County Public Schools is vital to our mission: to create a 

collaborative community that ensures all students achieve at high levels and graduate prepared to excel 

in a global society. Therefore, school board meetings are televised live on Channel 13 and replayed the 

same week at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 8 p.m. Wednesday and 2 p.m. Saturday. The broadcasts, board agendas, 

and official minutes are also available online, along with these highlights. 

1. On Aug. 22, 2016, the opening student performance featured the Arts Collaboration Ensemble under 

the direction of piano instructor Cathy Rowland, with assistance from the Lafayette High School and 

SCAPA at Lafayette arts faculties. 

2. The board recognized the following students, employees, and schools for recent accomplishments: 

 Callaway Stivers, a senior at Lafayette and at Locust Trace AgriScience Center, for state-level 

honors at the Kentucky FFA convention; 

 Six students who scored a composite 36 on the ACT college entrance exam; 

 Two students from Eastside Technical Center, for kudos from the National Academy of 

Television Arts & Sciences; 

 Competitors from Beaumont Middle and Bryan Station High School for medals at the Family 

Career and Community Leaders of America’s national conference; 

 Susan McLaughlin-Jones, a science teacher at Lafayette, for the Mensa Foundation’s Copper 

Black Award for Creative Achievement; 

 The Learning Center, named an Alternative Program of Distinction by the Kentucky Department 

of Education; 

 Russell Cave Elementary, named a National Green Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of 

Education; 

 Morton Middle School, tapped as a model for Kentucky Green & Healthy Schools; and 

 Fayette County Public Schools, for a 2016 Best of Green Schools award presented by the Center 

for Green Schools at USGBC in collaboration with the Green Schools National Network. 

3. The board presented a proclamation celebrating Sept. 11-17 as National Arts in Education Week. 

4. Board Chairwoman Melissa Bacon presented a narrative on Superintendent Manny Caulk’s annual 

evaluation, which the board discussed at a prior meeting. “We are thrilled with the work you’ve done,” 

she said. Each board member also praised Caulk’s efforts, singling out his emphasis on equity and social 

justice, his strategic and cultural leadership, and his collaborative outreach. “You’re not only an 

advocate but also an individual who’s an inspiration to our kids,” member Daryl Love told Caulk, citing 

his professional expertise and personal experience. Caulk thanked the group, saying, “It’s energizing to 



know that we have the full support of our school board members on the current direction of our 

district.” 

5. Caulk reviewed the accountability tools recently added to the district’s website and walked Channel 

13’s viewing audience through a short demonstration from the www.fcps.net home page. The buttons 

under “Key initiatives” link to a web page on his Blueprint for Student Success, the blueprint’s online 

status tracker, and a new district scorecard. “You’ll be able to see in a real, concrete way the work we’re 

doing,” Caulk said. He also pointed out where to find the organizational charts for “It’s About Kids” 

Support Services, and the URL shortcut is www.fcps.net/orgcharts. 

6. Acting Equity Officer Darryl Thompson recapped how the Equity Council’s purpose and work are 

embedded in the eight pillars of the superintendent’s Blueprint for Student Success. “Everybody’s 

coming together on the same page, and it’s really nice to see that,” Bacon noted. 

7. Myron Thompson, senior director of Operations and Support, shared the latest construction updates 

on the new high school on Winchester Road and the month’s renovation report from Squires 

Elementary, which is nearly complete. He also gave a wrap-up of construction at Garrett Morgan 

Elementary and Coventry Oak Elementary, which opened this fall. 

8. The board approved resolutions regarding the deaths of D’Shannon Davis, a rising sixth-grader at 

Leestown Middle; and Jeni Jo Fredricks, an educational interpreter at Bryan Station Middle School. 

9. Among the action items, the board: 

 Approved placement of a plaque by the Bluegrass Trust for Historic Preservation on the Guy S. 

Potts Building at 701 E. Main St., which houses several offices in the district’s “It’s About Kids” 

Support Services. Built in 1928 as Henry Clay High School, this facility was the largest city high 

school in Lexington at the time. In 1970, Henry Clay moved to its new building on Fontaine Road, 

and the Main Street facility was renovated for district offices and renamed for Potts, who served 

as superintendent from 1961 to 1984. The historic designation places no restrictions in terms of 

renovations or repairs; it was requested by Bluegrass Trust only to recognize the building’s 

importance as a structure with historical significance to Fayette County. 

 Approved adding an FCPS classified employee as an ex-officio, non-voting school board member 

to participate in board meetings open to the public. This representative will be selected on a 

nine-month rotating basis among FCPS departments. 

 Approved updates to the middle and high school athletic guidelines for the 2016-17 school year, 

which will be posted at www.fcps.net/athletics. The changes include a $1 increase in baseball 

and softball admission prices to $3 for students and $5 for adults, which will help cover rising 

costs such as umpire fees. Athletics Director Robbie Sayre will explain the increase to parents 

and others through the schools’ booster clubs, social media, his web page, and other outlets. 

 Approved the 2017-18 instructional calendar, with Aug. 16 as the first day of school for 

students, classes resuming on Jan. 3 after a two-week winter break, and May 25 as the last day 

of school (pending weather make-up days). Visit www.fcps.net/calendars for updates.   



 Approved new tax rates of 75 cents for real estate and 75 cents for personal property per $100 

assessed valuation to prepare the district’s 2016-17 working budget, which is a 1-cent increase. 

The tentative budget, which was approved in May, was predicated on the resulting 4 percent 

increase in revenue. It will cost the owner of a $100,000 house an extra $10 per year. The 

vehicle tax rate (59.2 cents per $100) is unchanged. 

 Accepted the district’s unaudited year-end finance report and the monthly financial report. 

10. The board adjourned without the need for a closed session. 

The official minutes from Aug. 22 will be posted within the agenda of the Sept. 26 board meeting. 


