
Seal of Biliteracy 

FAQs 

 
What is the Seal of Biliteracy? 

A national recognition, adopted by FCPS in 2017, to recognize graduating students who 

have high levels of communication skills in English AND any other language. To date, 

FCPS has been honored to have367 recipients representing 14 different world 

languages.  

 

What do students "get" when they receive the Seal? 

For the FCPS Seal, students receive a gold Seal attached to their diplomas, a 

congratulations email, a Seal certificate, and a colorful window cling of the Seal. They 

may also request an IC transcript stating seal of Biliteracy recipient. 

 

Why should a student apply? 

The FCPS Seal serves as a form of "industry certification" that the recipient has 

functional language skills in multiple languages. This can be used as "proof" when 

applying for jobs after graduation or even as language evidence for colleges. (For 

example, within the last two years, UK has accepted from incoming students the FCPS 

Seal for Nepali and Swedish as documentation, allowing the students to meet the world 

language requirements!). 

 

What language levels are needed? 

To meet the English Language requirements, the student must: 
 Meet all language arts requirements for high school graduation  

AND 
 Earn a minimum score of an 18 on the ACT English and a 20 on the ACT 

Reading test demonstrating college readiness or a 440 on the SAT Reading and 

440 on the SAT Writing 

OR 
 Earn a minimum score of 4.0 on the ACCESS exam. 

 

To meet the World Language requirements, the student must: 
 Earn a minimum of Intermediate-Mid (IM) in Interpretive Listening (IL), 

Interpersonal Speaking (IS), Presentational Writing (PW), and Interpretive 

Reading (IR) as reported by the ACTFL Assessment of Performance toward 

Proficiency in Languages (AAPPL) measure.  

OR 
 Earn a minimum score of 3 or higher on an AP language-specific Language and 

Culture exam or AP language-specific Literature exam. 



OR 
 Earn a minimum of Intermediate-Mid (IM) on the Standards-based Measurement 

of Proficiency (STAMP4S) in all modes. 

OR 
 Earn a minimum of Intermediate-Mid (IM) on the FCPS District World Language 

assessment. (To be used only for world languages that are not tested by 

AAPPL or STAMP4S).   

Scores for the world language component must reflect testing that occurred after March 1 of 

their junior year of high school. 
 

 
What if a student needs to test in the world language? 
In past years, half of the Seal applicants already have an existing AP World language score or 

AAPPL/STAMP test score that can be used as evidence. For those who do not have that score, 

we offer the opportunity to take the AAPPL assessment. This year, the AAPPL exam will be 

administered on-line, proctored by artificial intelligence. Students will receive information by 

email on 2/24 (after the application has closed) as per set-up procedures. They will take the 

online test at a time that is convenient for them during the testing window of March 1-14. The 

AAPPL exam is offered in 12 languages (and the STAMP exam covers 2 languages). For all 

other languages, the District WL Benchmark Assessment is used. Students will test ono-on-one 

with a native speaker by Zoom in presentational writing and interpersonal speaking.  

 

When do students find out if they "earned" the Seal? 
On April 5, all schools will be notified as per their Seal recipients. That week, students will begin 

to receive notification through their student emails. Schools will be responsible for distributing 

the Seal certificate and window cling to each recipient as well as placing the golden Seal on their 

diploma prior to graduation!   

 

What costs are involved in earning the Seal? 
This year, FCPS will be covering testing costs! Application and testing are free.    

 

What if a student has more than one world language? 
That's great. Submit a separate application for each language. Sorry though- only one gold Seal 

will fit on a diploma despite the quantity of languages! 

 

How does a student apply? 
Online by going to fcps.net/language. Read through the instructions and information and then 

complete online application form. On 2/24, watch your email for testing information (for those 

needing to test in the world language).  

 

 

If you have questions or need more information, please contact  

Dr. Laura R. Youngworth at laura.roche@fayette.kyschools.us. 

https://www.fcps.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=2708
mailto:laura.roche@fayette.kyschools.us

