
 
Essay by senior Grayson Kemplin nominating Henry Clay’s Renee Goin as his most influential teacher: 

Both the quality of an education and the future path of students rests heavily on the shoulders of high 
school teachers. Educators must teach core content in a way that students may excel on standardized 
tests. Yet they must also spark curiosity and encourage creativity. They come in early for bus duty and 
stay late to lead clubs. All the while, educators are addressing the complex needs of young people 
during an often-emotional window of development. Between classes, they are approached with college 
applications, requests for advice, and students needing support. First period, a student’s parents are 
divorcing. Second period, the death of a grandparent. Third period, the betrayal of a friendship. During 
lunch, a student jubilant over the win at a state band competition and needing several days of make-up 
work. Somehow, educators balance the many demands on their time alongside their own family and 
personal life. Every day, before a class of students, they step on stage. The day ends with a simple 
dismissal bell rather than the well-deserved applause of their audience. 

Renee Goin deserves a standing ovation. She teaches math at one of the largest high schools in the state 
of Kentucky. Ms. Goin arrives early, passing through metal detectors on her way into the building. Both 
shoulders are weighed down with tote bags filled with the work she carries home each evening. With a 
kind smile, she lets me into her quiet classroom. My mom has to drop me off early -- as a working 
parent, Ms. Goin understands. Like many educators, Ms. Goin stays after school for clubs and activities. 
She hosts Math Club for a large group of laughing students, nurturing a passion for mathematics. 

My junior year, the curtain opens with a dramatic scene change: due to the pandemic, our school shifts 
entirely to remote learning. Without missing a cue, Ms. Goin assumes the additional roles of technology 
wizard and distance learning educator. The stakes are high – she will be teaching AP Calculus II entirely 
on-line to students, like myself, who may not have a home computer. She is responsible for class 
content, technology, and a new style of learning. She must capture the attention of teenagers not just 
restless in a school desk, but who are surrounded by all the distractions of home. In short, she must 
deliver the impossible. Ms. Goin, once again, executes her role flawlessly and as a junior I earn a 5 on 
the AP Calculus BC exam. There is one thing far more important than grades or exam scores, and that is 
student mental health. There were times each student struggled with the enormity of the change. Ms. 
Goin nurtured us through the uncertainty, meeting our social and emotional needs. I will never forget 
her during the most challenging months of my life. 

With her knowledge and credentials, she could readily step into a career in the private sector, finance, 
or higher education. Her skills would make an impact in any number of careers. Why does she choose to 
invest herself so deeply in a public high school? Perhaps it is the reward of seeing her students 
overcome those challenges and embark on promising futures. When I think of Ms. Goin, it occurs to me 
the commitment made by many educators who fulfill multiple roles year after year. Educators who 
move mountains to make sure the quality of their instruction is not compromised. Educators who are 
never too busy for that student who needs their attention. 

While the curtain closes on my senior year, to loud applause for student awards and achievements, Ms. 
Goin and others like her fill the audience. I can see her now, cheering me on. I hope she knows, deep in 
her heart, that I succeed because of her.  

 


